
Using the Pendergast Schools District Libraries database and
SIRS Discoverer
1.  Getting to the Curriculum Integration Specialist (CIS) Search Page:

Type in the following URL:
http://www.pendergast.k12.az.us/dist/CIS/Search/StudentSearch.html

OR from the District Home Page (www.pendergast.k12.az.us), click on the following
links:
1.  District Information (left side)
2.  Curriculum Integration Specialist (right side)
3.  CIS Web Page (bottom)
4.  Search (upper left corner)
5.  Students (near the top)
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http://www.pendergast.k12.az.us/dist/CIS/Search/StudentSearch.html


2. Set CIS Search page as your Home Page:

Click on the “E” symbol next to the URL (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1--

and drag it on top of the Home icon (Fig. 2)

Fig. 2--

Click on “Yes” when it prompts you to save it as your Home Page. (Fig. 3)

Fig. 3--

Now, when you click on Home, or you are just starting Internet Explorer, it will come back to
this page.
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3.  Using the Pendergast District Libraries Search

1.  Click on Pendergast Schools District Libraries (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1--

2. Click on the “Keyword” search icon (Fig. 2)

Fig. 2--

3. Type in search keywords and any exclusions (Fig. 3)
Choose which library you want to search or seach “All” (Fig. 4)
Click “Search”

Fig. 3--

Fig. 4



4. This particular search yielded 222 hits. (Fig. 1)
Items that are not available are marked with a circle and slash through it (Fig. 2)
Select which books you want to look at by clicking the box(es) (Fig. 3)
Scroll through additional hits by clicking here (Fig. 4)
When finished, click “View” to see where these selections are (Fig. 5)

***Clicking on the Title of the selection will give Bibliographic information and a short
Summary.

Click the “Back” button OR the “Search Results” icon on the page to go back.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
Fig. 5



5. Contact (email, phone) the media specialist at that school to check out the book(s).  They
can be inter-officed to your school or you can pick them up.
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3.  Using SIRS Discoverer

1.  From the CIS Search page, click on SIRS Discoverer (Fig. 1)

Fig. 1--

***If you get this screen, sign in to use SIRS Discoverer.  The Customer # is AZ0960.  The
Password is 85323. (Fig. 2)

Fig. 2--

Click on link to start SIRS Discoverer (Fig. 3)

Fig. 3--



1. You will come to the SIRS Discoverer Home Page (Fig. 1)
Click on “Keyword Search” (Fig. 2)

Fig. 1--

2. Type in Keywords to search (Fig. 3).
Choose Reading Level (Fig. 4).  Click on Search (Fig. 5)

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5



4.  A list of articles is presented.  Notice the legend (Fig. 1). Click on the article to view.

5.  Bibliographic information is located here (Fig. 2).  You can email the article to your email
address (students need permission from the teacher before doing this). (Fig. 3).

Click the “Back” button to look at other articles.
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3



4.  Using the SIRS Discoverer© Encyclopedia

1. To get back to the Main Menu, go down to the bottom of any page (Fig. 1) and click on
Main Menu.

Fig. 1--

2. Click on “Encyclopedia” on the Main Menu (Fig. 2)

Fig. 2--

3. Type in subject (and keywords if necessary) and search (Fig. 3)

Fig. 3--



4. Click on subject article (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4--

5.  Example of encyclopedia entry (Fig. 5).  Bibliographic information is located in the same
spot as articles.

Fig. 5--
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Library Database and SIRS Discoverer Activity

Library Database

1.  Click on Series.  Look for the Three Investigators in all the district.  Click on Three
Investigators Mystery Series.  How many  books are available (checked out or not) in the
district?             

2.  Click on Subject.  Search for the planet, Pluto.  Click on the subtitle, Pluto.  There is
only one book.  What is the name of the book?                                                             

Where is it located?                                                             

3.  Click on Title.  Search for The Hobbit at Canyon Breeze Library.  Is it available?
                   

4.  Click on Author.   Search for author, Jim Davis in any library.  What famous cartoon
character does he draw?

                                                

5. Click on Keyword.  Search for George Washington and President in all the district.
(You’ll have to put George in a separate cell and Washington in a separate cell.)  Find the
picture book on George Washington.

Who wrote it?                                                 What school has it?                         

6. Click on Call Number.  Type in 550.78 BAR   (put a space between the 8 and the B)

What is the book about?                                                                                                 

Where is it located?                                                             



SIRS Discoverer

1. Using Keyword Search, look for Dinosaurs using Moderate reading level.
Pick the first article with Pictures attached.  Write the name of the article here:
                                                                                                                               

Click on the article. Write down one fact in a sentence that you didn’t know.
                                                                                                                               

Click on the picture.  Pick one picture and describe it.
                                                                                                                               

2. Using the Encyclopedia, look for Mt. Rushmore.  Click on the link that goes to the
national memorial.  Read the article.  Write down who sculpted the monument.

                                                                               

3. Using Current Events, write down three (3) events that are currently in the news.
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               

4. Using Subject Tree Search.  If you wanted to study sign language, which of the three
subjects do you think might lead you to sign language?

Sports Cultures Technology

Click on Cultures.  Click on the subtopic to take you to languages.  Choose Sign
Language.

Write the two articles titles available that have People (p) in it.
                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                     

5. Click on How to Cite.  What two formats are there to cite references?
                                                                                                                   

Write down the sample for citing the World Almanac for Kids in APA format about
dinosaurs.
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 

6. Click on World Almanac for Kids.  Do a Keyword Search for Energy.  Click on
Energy and find the article on Will We Have Enough Energy?  Explain what is Biomass
Energy.

                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                           


